Commissioner James G. “Grant” Wells called the Clark County Veterans Service Commission (VSC) meeting to order at 8:30a.m. on 17 March 2022.  Commissioners present: James G. “Grant” Wells, James R. Ryan, Thomas O’Neal and Ronald Coss. Assistant Director Crystal Baker was also present. Bill McGee was absent and excused.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Reading and Approval of Minutes: Jim Ryan moved to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of 10 March 2022 and approve them as written. The motion was seconded by Tom O’Neal and carried by a unanimous vote.
Assistant Director Updates: OSAVSC Member dues were discussed. Ms. Baker advised the board members that Ms. Wood paid the dues at the end of last year; therefore they are covered for the entire year of 2022.
The number of hits for the Office Manager job posting was discussed. Ms. Baker advised the board she received a report from Mary Cook with Cox Media. The report for the job posting showed 1649 views and 154 clicks on the digital ads that were posted on social media. Ms. Baker stated she didn’t think that was too bad. Ms. Baker also advised the board they now had four applications and she would speak with Ms. Wood when she returned from vacation about scheduling interviews.
Purchase orders for financial assistance were discussed. Ms. Baker received an email from Jenny Hutchinson regarding the report for approved purchase orders which included purchase orders for various vendors. Ms. Hutchinson had stated last week that they were moving away from miscellaneous vendor purchase orders. However this report shows she is not following that policy with other departments. Mr. O’Neal advised the board members that he attended the BoCC meeting yesterday and brought this to their attention. Ms. Hutchinson advised Mr. O’Neal that those purchase orders were already in the works and approved. Mr. O’Neal and the BoCC came to the conclusion that the veteran’s office should create purchase orders as soon as clients are seen. Their thought is that the purchase order would then be ready by the time the VSC board met and approved the application for financial assistance leaving little to no down time. Ms. Hutchinson advised that if the VSC board denied the application our office could just cancel the purchase order. Ms. Baker warned Mr. O’Neal that cancelling the purchase order isn’t as easy as Ms. Hutchinson made it sound. She further advised there would also be issues that arise when the VSC board approves less or more than what the purchase order is for. The VSC board all agreed that does happen on occasion. Ms. Baker advised that Ms. Wood still believes it would be in our best interest to set up a meeting with Dan Harkins.  Mr. O’Neal stated the BoCC said there will be more changes to come in the future as well. Mr. Coss and Mr. Wells suggested we create purchase orders for the exact amount of the bill so as not to tie up money. Mr. O’Neal proposed we meet with Ms. Hutchinson and Ms. Burr to discuss the process for paying bills. Ms. Baker also advised the board that she is unable to create purchase orders until Ms. Wood emails Dave Crew and gives permission. 
A Purple Heart Recipient was discussed. David Mitchell has been working with a client since 2019 on applying for his Purple Heart. The veteran finally received his medal and certificate Friday, which was mailed to the office. Mr. Mitchell called the veteran and was able to get a picture of him with the medal and certificate. Ms. Baker advised Mr. Coss and Mr. Ryan that the veteran was advised about joining the Military Order of the Purple Heart chapter.
Ron Coss moved to acknowledge payment of the following invoices:

Office Supplies ~ Kavanaughs $74.80 for office furniture.
Other Expenses ~ Time Warner $137.97 for internet and Springfield New Sun $170.97 for newspaper subscription.
 The motion was seconded by Jim Ryan and carried by a unanimous vote.
Public Comments: None. 
Ron Coss moved to enter executive session for the purpose of reviewing applications for financial assistance. Jim Ryan seconded the motion. Ron Coss called the roll: Bill McGee, absent; Grant Wells, yes; Jim Ryan, yes; Tom O’Neal, yes; Ron Coss, yes; motion carried. The board entered Executive Session at 8:52a.m. The commissioners reviewed applications for financial assistance. The board returned to open session at 9:05 a.m.

Jim Ryan moved to approve financial assistance for the following applicants:  Tom O’Neal seconded the motion.

Mitchel Jacobs, 1214 Gable St., Springfield, Ohio 45505, laborer, was approved a  $250.00 Kroger Card for food and gasoline, $624.00 to Allen Jones for housing, and $8.00 to Columbia Gas  for heat. Vote: Yes 4, No 0 

Robert Kinnard, 2007 Broadway St., Springfield, Ohio 45504, newspaper carrier, was approved for $85.05 to Ohio Edison, $213.23 to Columbia Gas for heat, $130.21 to City of Springfield for water, $157.03 to Robert Kinnard for car insurance, and $75.00 to Spectrum for internet. Vote: Yes 4, No 0 

There being no further business to come before the board, Tom O’Neal moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ron Coss and carried by a unanimous vote.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10a.m.
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